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Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce the Consumer Assurance of 
Radiologic Excellence Bill. 

I ask for your support in moving this legisla-
tion forward. The CARE bill is an important 
piece of patient-care legislation. It will improve 
the quality of radiologic procedures performed 
throughout the United States as well as assist 
in reducing the cost incurred by the Federal 
government for these procedures. 

The CARE bill in the 108th Congress had 
111 bi-partisan House cosponsors and no 
known opposition. Passage of this bill will fi-
nally provide American patients with national 
standards to ensure that their radiologic proce-
dures are performed by personnel who are 
trained, qualified and competent. 

I am proud to sponsor this legislation be-
cause the safety and quality of radiologic pro-
cedures is an issue that affects all of us. 
Every year, more than 300 million x-rays, CT 
scans, MRIs and other medical imaging 
exams are performed in the United States, 
and seven out of 10 people undergo some 
type of radiologic procedure. So much de-
pends upon the quality and accuracy of those 
examinations. After all, if an x-ray is poor, 
there is a chance that injuries could go unde-
tected or diseases could go undiagnosed. 

Most of us take it for granted that the per-
son performing our radiologic procedures is a 
competent professional. But the fact is, poorly 
trained individuals examine and treat thou-
sands of patients in this country every day. 

The CARE bill will help correct that problem. 
You see, one of the best ways to assure qual-
ity radiologic procedures is to require a basic 
level of education and skill for the people re-
sponsible for performing these procedures. 

The CARE bill would provide this level of 
assurance by amending a previous law, 
known as the Consumer-Patient Radiation 
Health and Safety Act of 1981. Twenty-two 
years ago, this bill established minimum 
standards for the education, certification and 
licensure of radiologic technologists. However, 
when the bill was enacted, compliance by the 
states was made voluntary rather than manda-
tory. As a result, radiographers in 13 states 
and the District of Columbia are unregulated. 
Even in states that license radiologic tech-
nologists, laws vary so widely that there is no 
guarantee that personnel are adequately edu-
cated to use the equipment with which they 
have been entrusted 

Under the CARE bill, personnel performing 
radiologic procedures in every state would be 
required to meet minimum educational and 
credentialing standards. Each state would then 
be responsible for regulating radiologic tech-
nologists according to those standards. 

The current lack of a national standard for 
operators of medical imaging and radiation 
therapy equipment poses a hazard to Amer-
ican patients and jeopardizes quality health 
care. Accurate diagnosis can be provided only 

when personnel are properly educated in anat-
omy, technique, equipment operation and radi-
ation safety. 

In states where no regulation exists, anyone 
is permitted to perform medical imaging and 
radiation therapy procedures, sometimes after 
just a few weeks of on-the-job training. But 
performing a CT scan or taking an x-ray in-
volves much more than just pushing a button. 
The person responsible for performing the 
exam uses highly technical equipment that 
emits radiation. 

The CARE bill will help ensure that quality 
radiation therapy treatments are delivered and 
that quality diagnostic information is presented 
for interpretation, which will lead to accurate 
diagnosis, treatment and cure. Poor quality 
exams can lead to additional testing, delays in 
treatment, and unnecessary anxiety for the pa-
tient. In the end, the public’s health is at stake. 
An underexposed chest x-ray cannot reveal 
pneumonia, and an inaccurate radiation ther-
apy treatment cannot stop the spread of can-
cer. 

This legislation will also reduce health care 
costs by lowering the number of medical imag-
ing examinations that must be repeated due to 
improper positioning or poor technique. Re-
peated imaging examinations cost the U.S. 
health care system millions of dollars annually 
in needless medical bills. 

Millions of Americans every year depend 
upon medical imaging exams to diagnose dis-
ease and detect injury, and thousands more 
rely on radiation therapy to treat and cure their 
cancers. But remember, any radiologic proce-
dure is only as effective as the person per-
forming it. No matter how expensive or sophis-
ticated the equipment, an imaging exam will 
not reveal a broken bone or a diseased organ 
if the person who is using that equipment 
does not know the basics of radiographic posi-
tioning, exposure and technique. 

By regulating the personnel responsible for 
performing those procedures, the CARE bill 
will mean improved care for patients—higher 
quality images, improved accuracy, and less 
exposure to radiation. 

I urge all my colleagues from both sides of 
the aisle to support this legislation and enact 
it in a timely manner so American patients will 
receive the best care possible, provided by the 
best caregivers possible. 
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IN MEMORY OF LOWELL C. 
‘‘BUTCH’’ SPIRES, JR. 
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OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
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Thursday, March 17, 2005 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, Monday, March 14, 2005, a great States-
man, friend and father passed away quietly. 
Known as ‘‘Butch’’ to those who loved him, 
was Lowell Colquit Spires, Jr. of Cayce. Out-
side of his many accomplishments, one of the 
great assets he had was his family and 
friends. He lived his life with honor, dignity and 
character. Opinionated and forthright in his 
speech, Butch’s love for his community and 
fellow man spoke louder than anything else. 
He worked for the betterment of his commu-

nity and the impact it would accomplish for fu-
ture generations. Butch set a mark in which 
his friends and family will always be honored 
for and grateful. Though his life was too short 
for those of us whom are left, his strength and 
love will always be a constant in our lives. The 
list of accomplishments in no way reveal the 
impact he has had on many people. He used 
to say, ‘‘The utmost a man can do is to give 
without hesitation. The character of our life is 
defined by how we love and live, not by what 
we personally obtain.’’ 

Born in Columbia on May 12, 1941, Butch 
was a son of the late Lowell C. and Margaret 
Estelle Love Spires, Sr. A lifelong resident, he 
was a member of Kitti Wake Baptist Church. 
Married to Gail Julian Spires since August 26, 
1960, Butch was employed as president with 
WestBank Consultants, LLC, and was Special 
Projects Coordinator for the Town of Lex-
ington. He was tireless in his accomplishments 
over the years. He served on the Lexington 
County Council from 1977–1995, as chairman 
in 1979, 1991 and 1993. He was one of Lex-
ington County’s representatives to CMCOG 
1977–1983, 1993–present. Butch was vice- 
chairman of Central Midlands Council of Gov-
ernments in 1978–79 and 1993–94, and chair-
man in 1979–80 and 1994–95. He served ten 
terms on the CMCOG Executive Committee, 
which included the Transportation Planning 
Subcommittee. This committee facilitated for-
mation of the Central Midlands Regional Tran-
sit Authority from 1999–2002, of which he was 
chairman from 2002–present. On this com-
mittee, Butch spearheaded funding and con-
struction in the Central Midlands Region of 27 
years of highway improvements in seven 
years through SCDOT’s Bonding Program. 

Butch was instrumental in securing funding 
to ensure continued development of River-
banks Zoo, the economic development of the 
Midlands and Lexington County for over thirty 
years, and the development of the Columbia 
Convention Center. He originated CMCOG 
Wetlands Mitigation Bank, currently under de-
velopment. 

A charter member of Central Carolina Eco-
nomic Development Alliance, Butch was also 
past president of the South Carolina Associa-
tion of Regional Councils, past chairman of 
Lexington County Recreation of Aging Com-
mission, and past president of the S.C. Asso-
ciation of Counties. He was currently a board 
member of the River Alliance since 1994, of 
which he originated the concept of 3-Rivers 
Greenway, member of West Metro and Great-
er Columbia Chambers of Commerce, served 
on the boards of Lexington Medical Center 
and the Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School. 

His honors include: Recipient of Order of 
Palmetto, first recipient of the CMCOG Re-
gional Leadership Award in 2005, Transpor-
tation Association of SC Outstanding Achieve-
ment Award in 2003 for his support and advo-
cacy of public transportation, named SC Am-
bassador for Economic Development by Gov-
ernor Carroll Campbell in 1994, President’s 
Cup for Distinguished Service in 1986, Wood-
row Wilson Award in 1986, and recipient of 
the District Lay Award for SC Recreation and 
Parks Society in 1980. 

Surviving, besides his wife are, daughter 
and son-in-law, Mindy Spires-Miller and Chuck 
Miller of Mt. Pleasant; sons and daughters-in- 
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